
Re-Elect Jennifer Kumpf 
Experienced Leadership through 

relentless change 
 

AMDA Delegates of District 10: 

I am once again asking for you to elect me, Jennifer Kumpf, as your OSSTF District 10 President.  I first made this appeal 
four years ago, and what a different world we live in now.  Think back to May 2018—A multi-term Liberal government 
was in power, large scale strike action was something only the most senior teachers could recall, and people gathered 
freely without concern or restraint pre-COVID.   How we’ll adapt to life post-pandemic in the education sector is on 
everyone’s mind.  With a local election this week, a provincial election next month, a contract expiring shortly 
thereafter, and the return of de-streaming ahead in the fall, change is everywhere.   So what can I offer you in a third 
term?  The voice of experience through inevitable change. 

For those who don’t know me, I’m a spouse and a mom to kindergartner and I live on the rural boundary of Lambton 
County and Chatham Kent.   Throughout my 15-year career in the Thames Valley and Lambton Kent boards, I have held 
various teaching roles including: occasional, regular classroom, Student Success, Resource, Special Projects/Consultant, 
and summer school.  I have worked in literally every LKDSB secondary school.  I’ve also been seconded short-term to 
various EQAO positions, written d2L course shells for the Ministry of Education, and hold Principal Qualifications.   This 
diversity of experiences has helped to inform my advocacy for, and engagement with, all members while better 
understanding their daily working conditions and needs. 

My enduring involvement and professional development within OSSTF, locally and beyond, has also been diverse.  It 
includes: Branch/school level leadership roles for over a decade, many years of District Council, a District Executive 
member for six years, and an AMPA delegate/delegation leader representing D10 for seven years.  I’ve attended 
countless local, regional, and provincial OSSTF sponsored events—training, conferences, political rallies, and more—in 
various aspects of federation work such as: Summer Leadership, Ed Services, Status of Women, CPAC, Human Rights, 
Health and Safety, Protective Services, Regional Symposiums, and more.  Most recently, I have represented the District 
at the Provincial level through four years as the District’s Provincial Councilor, three annual appointments to the 
Nominations Committee, and appointment as a mentor in the Equity Mentorship Program.   I’m most proud of my 
Provincial Executive appointment to the Protective Services Committee (formerly the Collective Bargaining Committee), 
and my related two-time appointment to the Central Bargaining Advisory Work Group where I attend central 
negotiation sessions representing the interests of teachers and OTs.  I see D10’s voice directly reflected in this work.   

Members count on their President to know the central and local collective agreement, Board policies, the Ed Act, the 
Ontario Human Rights Code, the Ontario Labour Relations Act, the Occupational Health and Safety Act/WSIB, the 
Employment Standards Act, the College of Teachers Act, the OSSTF Financial Handbook, OTIP benefits and LTD, 
retirement and pension, pregnancy/parental leave, local and provincial Constitutions and Bylaws.  In my experience, I’ve 
got the answers or know where to find it.  My refrain remains, “OSSTF is here to help” in serving its members.    

But, as I said four years ago and still believe to be true, a President cannot be judged solely on checklists of knowledge 
and past experiences.  My leadership is thorough, direct, well-informed, and holds the employer to account, while 
diligently protecting, caring for, and centering the interests and well-being of D10 members.   I don’t hesitate to address 
conflicts and issues directly but do so with a member-first approach.   

I look forward to discussing my candidacy with you more during AMDA on May 18 where a vote for Kumpf is a vote for 
experienced leadership in an unstable future.   Yours in federation and in solidarity.    


